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THE RULES OF EVIDENCE UNDER THE PENNSYLVANIA
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT: SOURCES AND
THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS
David B. Torrey 447
The first portion of this article is devoted to exploring the parameters of the
application of the evidence rules under the Pennsylvania Act.
Next this article examines various theoretical considerations which better de-
fine the parameters of the application of the evidence rules. Among these con-
siderations is the principle of "liberal application" which is applied to the evi-
dence rules in compensation practice.
The second part of this article also examines the practical approach taken by
the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court in analyzing evidence questions arising
in workmen's compensation hearings. Finally, this article makes suggestions
with respect to guidelines for application of the evidence rules in compensation
cases.
In the course of this article several theses are set forth and advocated. Perhaps
the pervasive thesis of this article is, however, that there is indeed a coherent
law of evidence under the Pennsylvania Workmen's Compensation Act.
MATERNAL LIABILITY FOR PRENATAL INJURY ARISING FROM
SUBSTANCE ABUSE DURING PREGNANCY: THE POSSIBILITY
OF A CAUSE OF ACTION IN PENNSYLVANIA
Mary K. Kennedy 553
The medical profession has recognized the fetus as an individual patient sepa-
rate from the mother for longer than the law has considered it an entity de-
serving of legal protection in its own right. In the early prenatal injury cases,
courts denied recovery on the ground that a fetus was a part of the mother.
Today, all states recognize the child's right to bring an action against a third
party for negligent infliction of a prenatal injury.
This article examines the issues involved in allowing a child's cause of action
against his mother for prenatal injuries, which injuries are not the result of a
third party's conduct, but that of the mother herself.
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